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VATICAN CITY — Jesuit Brother Guy Consolmagno, director of the Vatican
Observatory wrote an article saying that those who are stubbornly sceptical of
science and those who eagerly embrace science as infallible both have a dangerous
misunderstanding of the nature of science. Story page 9. (CNS photo/Nancy Wiechec)

VATICAN CITY — A Swiss Guard
wearing protective face masks stands
guard at the Vatican. The Vatican has
updated provisional mandates
requiring a "super green pass" for
employees and visitors to museums and
has revised other rules to stem the
spread of COVID-19. Story page 12. (CNS
photo/Remo Casilli, Reuters)

SAINT JOHN — Bishop Christian Riesbeck, CC of the Diocese of Saint John
celebrates a livestream mass from the Virgin’s Chapel at the Cathedral of the
Immaculate Conception in Saint John as the province moves to Level 3 of its
COVID-19 Winter Action Plan. Story page 3. (Natasha Mazerolle photo)

QUISPAMSIS — The Blessed
Sacrament exposed in full view of the
parking lot at St. Mark´s Parish in
Quispamsis, where faithful can
continue to have Adoration of the
Blessed Sacrament in the safety of their
vehicles. Parishes throughout the
Diocese of Saint John pivot one more
time as the provine moves to its  Level
3 of th COVID-19 Winter Action Plan.
Story page 2. (Natasha Mazerolle photo)
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New FreemanThe
Parishes pivot one more time as province
moves to Level 3 of Covid-19 winter action plan
By NATASHA MAZEROLLE
Correspondent

SAINT JOHN — With the announcement
on Thursday, January 13 that the Province
of New Brunswick would be moving to Level
3 of their COVID-19 Winter Action Plan, par-
ishes across the diocese were scrambling to
continue offering Sacraments to the faithful.
For faith venues, Level 3 means that only out-
door, virtual or in-car religious services are
permitted.

“We have been told that this is only tempo-
rary, for the next few weeks until January
30, 11:59 pm,” Bishop Christian Riesbeck,
CC, bishop of the Diocese of Saint John said
in a letter to the faithful. “Meanwhile, it is
important for you to know that the Church is
here for you and that your pastors truly care
about your physical and spiritual well-being.
I am urging the priests of the diocese to con-
tinue to celebrate mass on a daily basis, even
when it is not possible for the people to be
present, to pray the Liturgy of the Hours and
to spend time daily before the Blessed Sacra-
ment in prayer for the people we serve.”

Throughout these last months the bishop
has reminded the faithful repeatedly that, “the
Covid-19 pandemic has disrupted a few things
especially in our evangelization methods, but the
mission continues.” In light of this many par-
ishes have found innovative ways to bring the
Sacraments to their people, a true witness par-
ticularly given the harsh winter weather pastors
now find themselves ministering in.

Parishes that have the technology are offer-
ing livestream masses, many with drive-up Com-
munion immediately following the mass. As the
January winds howled many pastors and vol-
unteers found themselves braving the elements
to bring Jesus to the faithful, an act that was not
lost on those participating.

“Monsignor [Brian] Henneberry [pastor,
Holy Redeemer Parish and vicar general of
the Diocese of Saint John] nearly froze in the
parking lot,” Judy Beers of Saint John said.
“Thank you from the bottom of our hearts
for all that you do for your flock.”

These efforts have been deeply appreciated
by many across the diocese, including Mary
Webb of Saint John. “Msgr. Henneberry has
been a constant source of peace and solace
to our family throughout the pandemic,” she
said. “He has shown such a commitment to
bringing us the sacraments through live
streamed masses and confessions in the park-

ing lot and to doing it in a way that ensures,
to the best of his ability, the safety and pro-
tection of those most at risk in his flock. As
the parent of a medically complex/fragile,
immunocompromised child, the extraordinary
care he’s shown towards families like mine
has been a tremendous consolation to me. His
efforts reiterate the worth and dignity of the
elderly, the sick, the disabled and the
immunocompromised, and I am so grateful
to have him guiding my family through this
pandemic.”

Some parishes, including St. Mark’s in
Quispamsis are offering outdoor masses trans-
mitted through radio transmitters.

“Don’t worry about parking close to hear
the mass — our signal will reach the entire
parking lot,” the parish announcement reads.
Because of this St. Mark’s can continue of-
fering daily mass Monday to Friday at 6:00
pm, as well as Adoration of the Blessed Sac-
rament  on Thursdays from 6:30 to 7:30 pm.
The Sacrament of Reconciliation is also avail-
able during these times.

“Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament remains
available to the faithful at St. Mark´s in
Quispamsis,” parishioner Kathryn Bregel of
Saint John said. “Thank you to Father [Owen]
Burns [pastor, St. Mark’s Parish and episco-
pal vicar of Evangelization and Parish Renewal
for the Diocese of Saint John] and Father
[Arokia Dass] Chinnapan [associate pastor,
St. Mark’s Parish].”

While the pandemic has changed methods,
mission remains the same. With the provision
that, “religious institutions are permitted to
provide in-person faith services on their own
premises, or in a private dwelling, to an indi-
vidual or a group of individuals who share a
household bubble as long as appropriate con-
trols are in place to avoid gatherings of more
than one of these  individuals or groups of
individuals, and that all other public health
guidelines relevant to the of the service are
observed” (Article 8, Revised Mandatory
Order, January 14, 2022).

Those participating in a virtual mass, may
still come inside the church immediately fol-
lowing (with a short rite) one at a time, indi-
vidually or with a household bubble to receive
Communion. Other Sacraments (including
Reconciliation) can be offered in the same
way, respecting Public Health guidelines.

Faithful are encouraged to check with their
pastors if they desire to receive the

(continued on page 3)
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By NATASHA MAZEROLLE
Correspondent

SAINT JOHN — With the province in Level
3 of the COVID-19 Winter Action Plan, Bishop
Christian Riesbeck, CC of the Diocese of
Saint John preached to a livestream audience
on Sunday, January 18 from the Cathedral of
the Immaculate Conception in Saint John.

Reflecting on the wedding at Cana gospel
passage, he said, “over the years, I have de-
veloped a devotion to Mary, especially under
her title Our Lady of Guadalupe, from my
time ministering to a predominantly Hispanic
congregation in Houston [Texas] for nine
years, and the praying of the rosary from a
young age in my family.”

Sharing that he has witnessed numerous
miracles happen through her powerful inter-
cession, he said, “that’s why I’ve confidently
entrusted this diocese, a number of times, to
her maternal care, including the ongoing heal-
ing and reconciliation of our indigenous broth-
ers and sisters. I’ve also entrusted the reno-
vation of this Cathedral to her intercession so
that she will bring our temporal needs to her
son, and he will provide so that we can con-
tinue the important mission of serving the
faithful, especially the marginalized in these
more economically disadvantaged parts of the

Jesus provides in abundance says bishop
diocese. And we’ve entrusted all our evange-
lization efforts to bring renewal to our faith-
ful in the diocese, our parishes, our families
to her intercession as the Star of the New
Evangelization.”

Bishop Riesbeck said Mary is a great model
and teacher because she constantly points to
her son. “She tells us to go to him and do
whatever he tells you. That’s the key to last-
ing happiness and fulfillment — to do what-
ever Jesus tells us even in the absence of con-
solation or any certainty about what lays ahead,
especially in these challenging days,” he said.
“This is how we want to follow Jesus, step-
ping out in faith, and being completely de-
pendent on him.”

In these difficult days when once more the
province is locked down in pandemic restric-
tions, Bishop Riesbeck reminded the faithful
not to lose heart. “Because Jesus came, we
are different. We have hope, even as we en-
ter level 3 of this Covid-19 winter plan. Our
inheritance is not one of hopelessness, but
one where the Lord promises to be with us
always, providing for all our needs.”

He reminded the faithful that, “Jesus pro-
vides and does so in abundance, becuase he
cares deeply about us.”

Bishop Riesbeck encouraged the faithful to
turn to Jesus often, as Mary did, and develop
a strong relationship of intimacy and trust with
him.

“We have so many cares and concerns, and

quite often Jesus is the last person we turn
to,” he said. “Sometimes we treat God like a
Jack in the Box and only call on him when
we need him. We go to him as a last resort
when we’re absolutely desperate. Why not
make him the first person we consult when
we’re in difficulty, the first person we cast
our cares and concerns onto and then give
him permission to amaze us, as only he can,
whether by answering a prayer, reassuring
us of his presence, consoling us, affirming
us, encouraging us, strengthening us.”  

“Christian joy is stable and enduring, be-
cause when all is said and done, even in the
midst of suffering and challenges, God loves us,
unconditionally,” Bishop Riesbeck said. “It’s this
truth that allows us to grow in our relationship
of love and trust. It’s what gives us the strength,
like Mary, to ‘do whatever he tells you’.”

Concluding his homily Bishop Riesbeck
said, “In these difficult days, let’s ask Mother
Mary for the same docility and confidence
she had. Open to the Holy Spirit let us come
before Jesus with our petitions and our
prayers, ready to do whatever he tells us as a
light to the nations, and let’s not hesitate to
ask Mary to intercede for all our needs as
well. God knows we need all the help we can
get, and Jesus is more than happy to oblige,
and in abundance.”

Natasha Mazerolle is a correspondent for
The New Freeman. She can be reached at
natasha@maz-family.com. §

(continued from page 2)
Sacraments during these days.

Bishop Riesbeck reminded all to “make
every effort to find new and innovative ways
to reach out to one another in this time,
through phone calls, social media or by other
means.”

He also encouraged families to “continue
to develop and strengthen the domestic
church, your family, through devotions and
prayer within your home. Let us intensify our
prayer, lifting our voices in supplication to God
our providential father for all those who are
afflicted at home and abroad, those who have
died, those who are on the front lines caring
for the sick, for our leaders, and for all who
are anxious and face difficulties as a result of
the impact this virus is having on our com-
munities and families. Reach out to those who
are vulnerable, our elderly sisters and broth-
ers and those who are at an increased risk
because of their frailty.”

Natasha Mazerolle is a correspondent for
The New Freeman. She can be reached at
natasha@maz-family.com. §

Parishes pivot again

Bill C-3 ‘deeply distressing’
By QUINTON AMUNDSON
The Catholic Register

OTTAWA — Pro-lifers are sounding the
alarm about the new “bubble-zone” laws that
became active January 16, 30 days since Bill
C-3 attained royal assent.

The new law criminalizes individuals who
engage “in any conduct with the intent to pro-
voke a state of fear” within a 50-metre exclu-
sion zone outside health facilities. Specifically,
these new laws punish individuals who in-
timidate medical professionals, assistants or
people seeking health services or intention-
ally “obstructs or interferes” with someone’s
access to a health-care facility.

Breaking these new orders could lead to jail
time up to 10 years.

Mary Wagner, 47, has endured many prison
stays dating back to 1999 for breaching “bub-
ble-zone” laws in Toronto and Vancouver to
counsel women not to terminate their unborn
child.

Ontario-based lawyer Phil Horgan, a former
president of the Catholic Civil Rights League,
told The Catholic Register in an email that
“wording of the legislation remains open to
interpretation,” and that invites controversy.

The legislation, Mr. Horgan believes, “could
be a reaction to vaccine protests” that have
seen anti-vaccination protests targeting hos-
pitals and schools across Canada, but added
it may quash “any sort of peaceful protest,
such as silent prayer by 40 Days for Life cam-
paigns, or peaceful efforts at counselling or
facilitating information.”

“It will be a challenge for police and for
civic officials to determine, beyond a rea-
sonable doubt, what constitutes a ‘state of
fear’ in some observer, or what actions may
be understood to ‘intentionally obstruct or
interfere’ with access to a health facility,
or how the defence of ‘communicating in-
formation’ may be defined or applied, given
the language which has been adopted,” said
Mr. Horgan.§
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They have no wine
— God’s great sign

In the Gospel of John (2:1-11) we hear the story of what John calls
the first of Jesus‘ signs. It takes place at a wedding in Cana. The first
part of John‘s Gospel, (chapters 1-12) is often referred to as the
Book of Signs. Through the wonders and miracles that John describes in
this section we are give a whole series of signs which show forth the
action of God amongst on the part of Jesus. They express God‘s care and
love through the touch of Jesus, divine and human.

Cana presents Jesus in action for the first time. He is launching his
mission to make the Reign of God present and active in the world.
The Good News is announced in the great sign — Jesus himself, but
also, for John in a series of signs that reveal the divine presence
amongst us in a saving and life-giving way. Is it possible that perhaps
such signs are ever present in our lives? To recognize such signs
around us is important.

The story begins with Mary at the wedding turning to her son and
calling on him for help. She says something to Jesus that might seem
a mere observation an expression of concern. Mary remarks: They
have no wine. What a sensitive and caring appeal on Mary‘s part. In
John‘s telling of the story, it is the Good News unfolding and it takes
on much more significant meaning.

They have no wine expresses something is missing. The couple,
the wedding, lacks something. Mary, in the account, speaks for all
humanity. In this first of Jesus‘ signs, she declares a fundamental
reality of human existence — we lack. We are not, in the end, self-
sufficient. Our fulfillment will only come when we allow God to act
in our life and in our world.

This sign at Cana becomes an expression of God‘s great sign —
God‘s touch of humanity in Jesus.  At the wedding, Jesus‘ action fills
the lack in the occasion. The story of Cana in this Gospel takes us to
something deep within us. As much as we desire fulfillment, as much
as we want to understand what life means for us, as much as we

seek happiness and contentment —
we cannot gain this on our own. They
have no wine speaks to us of our hu-
man insufficiency.

We have many lacks. The lack of
peace and harmony in our world and
in our own relationships, our inability
to communicate fully with one another, our incapacity to respect and
care abundantly for each other, these are all expressions of our hu-
man insufficiency. Our great human lack lies in our loss of union with
God and with one another.

The story at Cana is the first indication in the Gospel, that Jesus
comes to fulfill God’s dream for humanity and all creation. His pres-
ence, active among us bring´s the dream to life among us. In fact the
image in the action of Jesus is beyond what Mary could ever have
imagined.

The abundance that Jesus brings in response to Mary’s comment
is revealed in the marvelous volume of wine that Jesus provides.
What a sign of God‘s love poured out on all. This is God‘s reign
among us. With this Reign comes the transformation of our world
into a communion both with God and with one another. By ourselves
we lack the means to be what God dreams for us. But then, it is not
beyond God. The beginning for any of us is to recognize that the
glory of God in Jesus and in one another is always present among us.

Father John Jennings, retired priest of the Diocese of Saint John
and St. Thomas University, reflects on the previous Sunday readings
with the intent to be a form of on-going adult faith formation. He
can be reached at: jennings@stu.ca. §

Our sacred stories

Father JOHN JENNINGS

By WENDY-ANN CLARKE
The Catholic Register

The pandemic has brought unprecedented reliance on the digital
world to the forefront, and the Catholic Church has not been exempt.
We saw it from the outset of the pandemic in March 2020 when
health restrictions closed churches and dioceses across the country
(and beyond) quickly pivoted to online services.

One area where it has seen a marked increase for the Church and
its agencies is in charitable giving. While digital reliance was on the
upswing before COVID-19, Arthur Peters says there has been a sig-
nificant increase in the number of parishioners who are giving their
offertories by credit card, pre-authorized giving and online banking.

“People were giving electronically and COVID has just increased
the number of people wanting to do that,” said Mr. Peters, director of
development with the Archdiocese of Toronto and executive director
of ShareLife, its charitable fund-raising arm. “We’re offering differ-
ent options and we’re always looking at the trends to see what other
ways there are that our parishioners can support the Church.”

Toronto was one of the first dioceses in Canada to offer online
giving options, starting about a decade ago. Over the past three years,
parishioners have also been able to contribute via monthly
preauthorized giving, just as they would pay bills.

But things have advanced quite a bit since the pandemic began.

COVID realities see donors change giving patterns
Since September 2020, the diocese has offered parishes the opportu-
nity to purchase point of sale machines for in person giving, which
roughly a dozen parishes have adopted to date.

“I hate to say that the pandemic is a blessing, but there are some
good things that have come out of it,” said Stephan Lenahan, sales
manager for the Catholic arm of Pushpay, which provides online giv-
ing and church management software. “For the Catholic Church,
certainly the need and the willingness to explore more technology,
and see it as a necessity, has been a blessing.”

Mr. Lenahan says the challenge has been that technology has not
always been at the forefront of the average Catholic parish’s mission.
Formerly employed at a parish in Texas, Lenahan says in the Catholic
Church technology has been secondary to the sacraments and other
traditions. Fears that automation might cheapen or replace the sa-
credness of the Catholic Church experience has played a role in deci-
sion-making around digitization. Fast forward to the pandemic and he
says it catapulted the average Catholic parish into no longer looking at
technology as an option but more a necessity.

For the past year Pushpay has invested heavily in the Catholic mar-
ket. On January 20 it was to launch ParishStaq — a platform already
in use in 14,000 churches from other denominations across the United
States, Canada, New Zealand and Australia — aimed at increasing
donations and engagement in the Catholic Church. An entire church

(continued on page 5)
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In Exile

RON ROLHEISER, omi

Theology and spirituality
— writing about it or writing it

In the world of the arts, they make a distinction between persons
who create an artifact, an artist, a sculptor, or a novelist, and persons
who write about artists and their works. We have novelists and liter-
ary critics, artists and art critics, and both are important. Critics keep
art and literature from bad form, sentimentality, vulgarity, and kitsch;
but it’s the artists and novelists who produce the substance; without
them critical assessment has no function.

For example, the book The Diary of Anne Frank is a masterpiece.
Countless books and articles have been written about it, but these are
not the masterpiece, the substance, the artifact that so deeply touched
the soul of millions. They are commentaries about the artifact.  Of
course, sometimes a person can be both, a novelist and a literary
critic, an artist, and an art critic, still the distinction holds. These are
separate crafts and separate disciplines.

That same distinction holds true within the area of theology and
spirituality, though it is often not recognized. Some people write theology
and others write about theology, just as some people write spirituality and
others write about spirituality. Right now, I’m writing about theology and
spirituality rather than actually doing theology or spirituality.

Perhaps an example can help. Henri Nouwen was one of the most
popular spiritual writers in the past seventy years. Nouwen wrote
spirituality; he never wrote about it, he wrote it. He was not a critic;
he wrote spiritual texts. Many people, including myself, have written
about Fr. Nouwen, about his life, his works, and why he influenced
so many people. Strictly speaking, that’s writing about spirituality as
opposed to writing spirituality as Fr. Nouwen did. Truth be told, we
don’t have an abundance of spiritual writers today the calibre of Fr.
Nouwen. What we do have, particularly at an academic level, is an
abundance of critical writings about spirituality.

I offered the example of a contemporary spirituality writer, Henri
Nouwen, but the distinction is perhaps even clearer when we look at
classical spiritual writers. We have in fact created a certain “canon”

of spirituality writers whom we deem as
classics: the Desert Fathers and Mothers,
the Pseudo-Dionysius, Julian of Norwich,
Nicholas of Cusa, Francis of Assisi,
Dominic, Ignatius, John of the Cross,
Theresa of Avila, Francis de Sales, Vin-
cent de Paul, and Therese of Lisieux,
among others. None of these wrote works of criticism in se, they
wrote spirituality. Countless books have been written about each of
them, critically assessing their works. As valuable as these books are,
they are in the end not spirituality books, but books about spirituality.

The same is true for theology. We have infinitely more books written
about theology than we have books that are actual theology. The word
“theology” comes from two Greek words, Theos (God) and logos (word).
Hence, in essence, theology is “words about God”. Most theology books
and courses on theology contain some “words about God”, but these are
generally dwarfed by “words about words about God.”

This is not a criticism, but a clarification. I have taught and written
in the area of theology and spirituality for nearly fifty years and am
blissfully unaware of this distinction most of the time, mainly because
we need both and the two simply flow in and out of each other.
However, there is a point where it becomes important not to confuse
or conflate the critical assessment of an artifact with the artifact it-
self, and in our case to recognize that writing about theology and
spirituality is not the same thing as actually doing theology and doing
spirituality. Why? Why highlight this distinction?

Because we need the artist and the critic to speak to different places
inside of us and we need to recognize (explicitly at times) where we
need to be fed or guided. The artist speaks to the soul with one kind
of intent, namely, to inspire, to inflame, to deepen, to bring new in-
sight, and to move us affectively. The critic speaks with a different
intent: to guide, to keep us balanced, sane, robust, clear-headed, and
within the bounds of decency, community, proper aesthetics, and
orthodoxy. Both are important. One saves the other from unbridled
sentimentality and the other saves the other from simply being an
empty exercise. In a vast over-simplification, we might put it this
way. Critics define the rules of the game and hold the players to the
rule; but art, theology, and spirituality are the game. Games need to be
refereed or they quickly degenerate.

In our churches today there is often a tension between those who
are trying to create new insight, generate new enthusiasm, and speak
more affectively to the soul, and those who are guarding the castles
of academia, orthodoxy, liturgy, and good taste. Academic theology
is often in tension with devotional life, liturgists are often in tension
with pastors, and popular spiritual writers are often in tension with
critics. One or the other may irritate us, but each is ultimately a friend.

Oblate Father Ron Rolheiser, theologian, teacher, and award-winning
author. He can be contacted through his website  www.ronrolheiser.com
Facebook www.facebook.com/ronrolheiser §

Father Ron Rolheiser’s column In Exile is sponsored by
Brenan’s Funeral Home

111 Paradise Row, Saint John, NB
506-634-7424       www.brenansfh.com

(continued form page 4)
management system, ParishStaq, makes electronic donations faster
and easier by consolidating and tracking all giving into one place. The
app allows parishioners to connect with one another, sign up for
programs, track sacraments and giving history.

Mr. Lenahan believes building ways to integrate the Catholic Church
experience with technology will be essential as the Church evolves.

“The reality is if we don’t help churches to push forward then
there won’t be a future of the Church,” he said. “Millennials are now
approaching 40 and they only know the digital world and the genera-
tions after them are going to be the same. So we’ve really got to play
a little bit of catch up in the Church.”

While people want the opportunity to give by electronic means, Mr.
Peters says the passing of a tangible envelope still serves a purpose in
instilling the principles of giving to the next generation. That option is
essential for the time being, he says, but finding new ways to teach
the value of money and the need for charitable support will be some-
thing to consider in the future.

“The passing of the envelope at church is more than putting money
into an envelope,” said Mr. Peters. “It’s a sign of giving, but it’s also
teaching children about stewardship of the Church and giving to the
Church. ... It’s something that hopefully they will take with them in
the future that no matter what the methodology is.” §

Donors change giving patterns
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By NATASHA MAZEROLLE
Correspondent

SAINT JOHN — Kathleen Desmond is a native of Saint John, and
a longtime and active participant in the Diocese of Saint John.

She attended Divine Mercy Catholic School and St. Malachy’s Me-
morial High School, both in Saint John, before moving on to Our
Lady Seat of Wisdom Academy in Ontario, and finally to Mount
Allison University in Sackville.

Throughout her post-secondary education, she has remained active
in the diocese, participating online while away and attending and
organizing youth events in person through the St. Mark’s Youth Group
at St. Mark’s Parish in Quispamsis when she is home.

Ms. Desmond spoke to The New Freeman about her experience of
faith as a university student, and why she believes a personal rela-
tionship with Jesus changes everything.

1) Why is a personal relationship with Jesus important to you?
A personal relationship with Jesus is important to me because I

need him. He knows that I need him. If I try to orient myself in his
presence, I quickly remember how fragile and dependent I am. And
the catechism says that we were created with a desire for him, stronger
and more real than any other desire. I am so lucky to have this faith
and so is anyone else who shares the faith. Aren’t we lucky?

2)  How do you balance student life with life as a young Catho-
lic?

Students have no time, and a relationship with God takes time. I
had a spiritual director, Father [Joseph] Hattie OMI, associate chap-
lain, Our Lady Seat of Wisdom Academy, who always emphasized
following the “duty of the moment.” For me, trying to be a saint
sometimes means working on a tedious assignment or studying for a
test. Being a student is my vocation, and as long as I always put God
first, the rest will fall into place.

3) What are some things that help you stay close to Jesus?
St. Paul tells us to pray without ceasing. So, I try to wrap my days

in prayer, sometimes pathetically, but the Lord is always willing to
hear my constant resolutions. I don’t let myself turn on my phone

Profiles of a missionary disciple in the diocese
until I’ve prayed and read the daily mass readings. Later in the after-
noon, or when I find time, I pray the rosary. At night I shut down my
phone and read, usually about a saint or a meditation from the Imita-
tion of Christ. I do these every day, despite how busy or unwilling I
feel, and I’m so thankful for these habits. I can’t imagine trying to get
by without them- they ground my entire life.

4) Are there any ministries (either on campus or elsewhere)
that have changed your university experience?

Unfortunately, my university didn’t have the sufficient funding for
CCO [Catholic Christian Outreach, a university student movement
dedicated to evangelization] this year, but last year their ministry did
such good work for Mount Allison. My roommate and I led faith
studies, and we met each week with other students for an hour. It
was a great opportunity for discussion and a nice way to meet peo-
ple! By the end, we had all gained a deeper understanding of the
Catholic faith and deepened our relationship with God. The relation-
ships we formed with each other have lasted, and a group of us still
talk after mass in the parking lot every Sunday, long after everyone
else has gone home.

5) What advice do you have for other young adults who want
to live as missionary disciples at university?

Find other students practising their faith! It’s surprising how many
people have some sort of Christian or Catholic background. People
are nervous to share their religious beliefs, so you need to share your
own Catholic identity first. Also, you’re going to have to stand out a
little! Blessed Carlo Acutis says that “all are born as originals but
many die as photocopies.” Dying as a photocopy is way easier, but
it’s nothing to aspire to. If you get lost or mess up, laugh at yourself,
and return to him. He wants the original you.

Natasha Mazerolle is a correspondent for The New Freeman. She
can be reached at natasha@maz-family.com. §Kathleen Desmond (Photo provided by Kathleen Desomnd)
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Evading Church roles harms reconciliation
By MICHAEL SWAN
The Catholic Register

Repeated comments from bishops, priests and highly placed Catho-
lics minimizing damage caused by the residential school system risk
torpedoing efforts at reconciliation, warns a high-profile Indigenous
scholar and former judge.

“It seems to me they’re passing along, internally, a sort of ‘It was
really not all that bad and you should be grateful for the education’
line, or moreover a message of ‘We were just the handmaiden to a
colonial project,’ ” said Mary-Ellen Turpel-Lafond.

“None of these are acceptable. Obviously, the Church in particular
should be taking a strong position now to correct and promote truth
and reconciliation — not to pander to this minimizing and denying the
true and complete impact of the schools.”

Ms. Turpel-Lafond, a University of British Columbia [UBC]  law
professor and director of the Indian Residential School History and
Dialogue Centre, said remarks made in December by both the presi-
dent and vice president of the Canadian Conference of Catholic Bish-
ops [CCCB] are prime examples of the Church tending to justify,
evade or minimize responsibility for residential schools.

CCCB vice president Bishop Bill McGrattan acknowledges any com-
ments about perceived benefits of the residential schools should come
only from Indigenous people themselves, not from outside the com-
munities that suffered the trauma. At the same time, Bishop McGrattan
says, there’s a need to recognize such opinions are most often ex-
pressed within Church circles due to a lingering lack of awareness
rather than overt desire to soft peddle history.

“I don’t think we want to, in a sense, minimize,” Bishop McGrattan
said three weeks after a press conference in which his own remarks
courted controversy. “We have to realize that maybe there is a need
for a greater education and a greater awareness.”

At a December 2 press conference to introduce Alberta delegates
who had been scheduled to travel to Rome for an audience with Pope
Francis before COVID scuttled the trip, Bishop McGrattan spoke of
recollections he had heard from residential school survivors. He said
those who spoke “recognize they had the opportunity to learn” de-
spite the experience of the schools themselves.

“But in that learning, we also acknowledge that their culture, some-
times their spirituality and their language was repressed,” he said at
the time.

Bishop McGrattan now regrets his use of the word “sometimes,”
given that school policies universally forbade the use of Indigenous
languages, punished students for practising any form of Indigenous spir-
ituality, repressed Indigenous cultures and cutting students off from fam-
ily and community during the crucial years of their education.

“I would basically allow for the Indigenous and First Nations peo-
ple to make such comments,” he told The Catholic Register recently.
“It’s not for us to make those judgments.”

Ms. Turpel-Lafond, a member of the Muskeg Cree First Nation
and the first Indigenous judge appointed in Saskatchewan, noted
Calgary’s bishop is far from the only figure among Canadian Catho-
lics to have stumbled while speaking about residential schools.

In June, Mississauga pastor Monsignor Owen Keenan was relieved
of his post weeks after the discovery of 215 unmarked graves next to
the former Kamloops Indian School after using his pulpit to tell pa-
rishioners to ignore media reports about the residential schools.

CCCB president Bishop Raymond Poisson also made a faux pas

when he spoke to a Vatican News interviewer about his experience in
listening circles with residential school survivors since 2018.

“It’s sometimes terrible, sometimes. But also, people say that there’s
not too bad education. Not all is bad,” Bishop Poisson said.

He also argued that the residential schools are largely an English
Canadian idea in line with the English conquest. “There’s the con-
quest of the English people (who said), ‘We must give Canada just
one mentality, just one language, just one faith.’ And that’s why they
did this residential school.”

Quebec Catholics had little to do with residential schools, Bishop
Poisson said: “Residential schools are more concentrated in the West
of the country, on the English side of the country.”

Montreal Jesuit Father Gilles Mongeau emphatically rejects the two
solitudes residential school idea.

“Msgr. Poisson’s position fails almost immediately because of the
simple, historical fact of the Quebec Act of 1774, wherein Great
Britain enacted religious and civil freedoms for the citizens of the
former New France,” he wrote in an email. “The idea that there is a
simple will that can be reduced to one mentality, one language, one
faith on the English side is belied by the willingness to allow Quebec
its own law, language and religion.”

Worse, added Quebec religious historian Frédéric Barriault, Que-
bec’s sense of itself as a colonized people more sinned against than
sinning sometimes stands in the way of Quebeckers taking responsi-
bility for the residential schools.

“The idea that Quebeckers may themselves be colonists and, to a cer-
tain extent, oppressors, is rather new in their collective conscience,” Mr.
Barriault said. “Though the residential schools were a WASP [White Anglo-
Saxon Protestant], federal idea, it wouldn’t have gone very far without the
active collaboration of French-Canadian priests, nuns and bishops.”

French-born Oblate Bishop Vital Grandin was a major architect of
the residential school system in Canada’s northwest, and he relied on
a network of Quebec-born priests and sisters to execute his plans.
Quebec’s four residential schools weren’t established until the 1950s,
however, after school attendance became compulsory in 1947.

Laval University theologian Father Gilles Routhier does defend
Bishop Poisson when it comes to the record of the Anglo-dominated
federal government after Confederation.

“The Canadian vision of the country at that time was to have a
uniform country, not leaving space for diverse culture, aboriginal and
French,” he said. “They try, at that same period, to assimilate the
French population.”

But Fr. Routhier does not want Quebec to take a pass on truth and
reconciliation.

“It doesn’t mean that they cannot be oppressors or racists. That is
contradicted by the reality. Nationalism could also lead to racism,” he said.

He believes the Quebec Church is ready to face the residential school
history.

“At the level of the bishops’ conference, the Quebeckers are more
open to recognize the sin of the past than the bishops from Western
Canada, partly because the reality of residential schools is more a
problem in the western part of the country,” he said.

For her part, Ms. Turpel-Lafond finds it disturbing that the Church
is still disputing the historical record on residential schools six years
after the six-volume Truth and Reconciliation Commission report was
published.

“Having clerics in positions, particularly high positions, continue to
(continued on page 10)
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Preserve Christian identity received at baptism, pope says
By JUNNO AROCHO ESTEVES
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY — Before baptizing 16 ba-
bies in the Sistine Chapel, Pope Francis re-
minded parents and godparents of their re-
sponsibility to care for and preserve the Chris-
tian identity the infants were about to receive.

"This is your task throughout your lives: to
guard the Christian identity of your children,"
the pope said. "It is a daily commitment: help
them grow with the light they receive today."

The pope baptized the seven boys and nine
girls — the children of Vatican employees —
in the Sistine Chapel during the celebration of
the feast of the Baptism of the Lord.

The annual tradition of baptizing infants on
the feast day, which began in 1981 by St.
John Paul II, was cancelled last year due to
the pandemic.

Although the baptisms resumed this year,
the number of infants was significantly re-
duced. In January 2020, the pope had bap-
tized 32 infants in the Sistine Chapel.

Delivering a brief, off-the-cuff homily, Pope
Francis recalled a hymn for the feast day that
said the people of Israel went to the Jordan River
to be baptized "with bare feet and bare souls."

"These children today also come here with
'bare souls' to receive God's justification, Je-
sus' strength, the strength to move forward
in life," he said. "Your children will receive
their Christian identity today. And you, par-

ents and

30 Lansdowne Ave., Saint John
506-648-9911

www.NewSystemLC.com

VATICAN CITY — Pope Francis baptizes a baby as he celebrates mass marking the
Feast of the Baptism of the Lord in the Sistine Chapel at the Vatican. The pope baptized
16 infants. (CNS photo/Vatican Media)

godparents, must guard this identity."
With the sounds of fussy children filling

the frescoed chapel, the pope repeated his
usual advice to mothers of infants, encour-
aging them to make their children comfort-
able, and to not worry if they start to cry in
the chapel.

"This ceremony is a bit long, the children then
feel uncomfortable here in an environment they
do not know. Please, they are the protagonists:

make sure that they are not too hot, that they feel
comfortable," Pope Francis said.

"If they are hungry, breast feed them here,
in front of the Lord, no problem," he added.
"And if they cry out, let them cry out, be-
cause they have a community spirit, let's say
a 'band spirit,' a spirit of ensemble, and all it
takes is for one to start — because everyone
is musical — and immediately the orchestra
comes! Let them cry, let them feel free."§
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Trust the science,' but do not idolize it, says Vatican astronomer
By CAROL GLATZ
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY — Those who are stubbornly skeptical of sci-
ence and those who eagerly embrace science as infallible both
have a dangerous misunderstanding of the nature of science, a
U.S. Jesuit astronomer said.

These two tendencies reflect "the temptation to turn science or
faith into a fortress against our basic and human fear of uncer-
tainty," wrote Jesuit Brother Guy Consolmagno.

"We trust the (COVID-19) vaccine not because it is perfect, but
because it greatly increases the probability of not getting sick.
The real and obvious problem lies in the fact that most of us can-
not understand how probability works: that is why casinos and
lotteries are so successful," he wrote in an article published in the
Jesuit journal, La Civiltà Cattolica.

The article, which appeared in Italian in the journal's January 15
edition, was titled COVID, Faith and the Fallibility of Science. A
copy was distributed to reporters January 13.

Anti-vax proponents and conspiracy theorists have a mistaken
idea of what science is and what it can promise, the journal's
summary of the article said. On the other hand, those who mis-
takenly hold science up as infallible unfortunately end up fuelling
science scepticism.

Brother Consolmagno, a planetary astronomer and director of
the Vatican Observatory, wrote that it is important people under-
stand the true purpose of science and how important and neces-
sary doubt is for achieving progress and acquiring greater under-
standing.

A popular slogan right now in the fight against the spread of the
COVID-19 pandemic is "Trust the science," he wrote.

The slogan should be understood as saying science is a reliable and
trustworthy path toward the truth; however, for some, it comes across
as suggesting science is "the only" trustworthy guide, he said.

This false either-or dichotomy feeds the fallacy that faith and
science are at odds, he said. It also could explain part of the rea-
son why a September 2021 Pew study found that U.S. white
evangelicals were the least likely religious group to get vaccinated.

"It's as if it's saying that the distrust of science present in that
community, which translates into scepticism toward vaccines, fol-
lows a perceived need to choose between science and faith," he wrote.

"The opposition between faith in science and faith in religion
has implications beyond the mistrust of vaccines. It is evidence of
a fallacious view of what science is and what it can promise,"
Brother Consolmagno said.

"This misunderstanding is widespread not only among those
who are skeptical of science, but also, and perhaps even more
dangerously, among those who embrace (science) too hastily"
because when science fails to live up to any kind of "exaggerated
reliability, this failure only fuels scepticism" about science in gen-
eral, he said.

People may not want to admit it, but "there is a grain of truth in
that fear of granting unconditional trust in science," he said. "Sci-
ence sometimes makes mistakes."

COVID-19 vaccines "prevent disease in the overwhelming ma-
jority of those who are vaccinated and reduce the severity of
disease," he said. "But vaccines are not perfect," and people can
still get sick, even though rarely seriously.

Science is based on doubt and error, said the Jesuit, who holds
degrees from the Massachusetts Institute of Technology. "Failure
is not an option, it is a requirement" and knowing that one "knows
nothing" is what drives deeper study and progress.

Science is always incomplete by its very nature, always growing
and changing as new knowledge and experience accumulate, he said.
It is perfectly OK to read an old book on philosophy or theology, "but
you would never study your grandfather's biology textbook," he said.

"You become a scientist only when you are able to look at some-
thing that you thought you understood and end up saying, 'That's not
right!'" knowing there are important lessons in mistakes, he said.

"Accepting this uncertainty, nevertheless, obliges you to also
accept the risks connected with attempting something uncertain.
You can't win a regatta without the risk of tipping over," the Jesuit
said, recalling how the boat he sailed in college never tipped over
and he never won a race.

"Certainty is not a religion but is fanaticism; it is not science,
but scientism," that is, a blind faith in science, he said.

The hunger for certainty and a distrust or rejection of authority
are strange bedfellows since the one wants "a perfect truth and, at
the same time, rejects anyone who says they are able to guide us
toward that truth," he said.

What ends up happening, he said, is people start hunting for their
own answers, doing their own research online and "favouring secret
sources of knowledge available only to a few people in the know."

What is particularly dangerous, he said, is when holding onto
these personal beliefs comes at a cost, such as losing one's job,
and it felt as an act of persecution. A purely mistaken belief can
then become so entrenched it can never be accepted as wrong
since it has become a fundamental part of one's being and identity.

"Science does not give the perfect truth," but experiments and
theories can be constantly refined, giving people increasingly pre-
cise descriptions of nature, he said.

"Doing science depends on loving even the boring parts of do-
ing meticulous study, it is believing even when trust in our scien-
tific progress wavers, it is being willing to forgive and learn from
those who made mistakes in the past. Loving means living with
uncertainty, learning to trust," he said.

Living with the uncertainty of disease, the fallibility of science
and the fear of losing one's personal autonomy require trusting in
the work of others, which — like love — should be done "with
caution and audacity," he said.

Be reasonably cautious, don't jump in blind, but also believe in
knowledge, which is beautiful and fallible, he said. Despite the
imperfection of science, it still leads to an increased likelihood of
living a healthy life.

"We are happy that God has given us the ability to understand
and appreciate his creation through our science," he said.§
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Safe Third country appeal heads to Supreme Court
By MICHAEL SWAN
The Catholic Register

OTTAWA — The Canadian Council of
Churches [CCC], Amnesty International [AI]
and the Canadian Council for Refugees [CCR]
are headed to the Supreme Court of Canada on
behalf of refugee families who want a legal way
to apply for asylum at Canada’s land borders.

After twice winning in Federal Court only
to see those decisions reversed in the Federal
Court of Appeal, this is the first time the Su-
preme Court has agreed to hear arguments
about the constitutional validity of Canada’s
Safe Third Country Agreement (STCA) with
the United States.

Under the agreement, persons seeking refu-
gee status must make their claim in the first
country in which they arrive. It has been in
place since 2004.

A definitive ruling is necessary to clarify a
system that forces would-be refugees to cross
into Canada illegally at unofficial border cross-
ings like Roxham Road south of Montreal at
the Quebec-New York border, said Detroit
Mercy University law professor Alex Vernon.

“Most refugees’ first experience of Canada
is either to be summarily denied protection
and excluded if they go to a (legal) port of
entry without an exception to the STCA or to
be forced to be ‘law breakers’ and arrested
and processed upon entry at Roxham Road,”
said Mr. Vernon, who runs Detroit Mercy’s
immigration law clinic and regularly takes stu-
dents to Roxham Road for real life experi-
ence of practising law on the border.

“This is not in keeping with Canada’s inter-
national obligations, with constitutional rights
of people on Canadian soil, nor with the dig-
nity due to human beings — particularly hu-
man beings in distress.”

The latest court loss for the refugee advo-
cates at the CCC, AI and CCR came in April.
The appeal court’s decision was based “not on
substantive grounds, but on the basis of how
the arguments were framed,” said a press re-
lease from the Canadian Council for Refugees.

The appeal court faulted the July 2020 Fed-
eral Court decision that the STCA was un-
constitutional because safeguards against ar-
bitrary and hasty decisions by Canada Border
Services Agency agents were not practically
available and because the U.S. inland refugee
determination system was dysfunctional and
failed to meet the minimum standards of the
United Nations Convention on Refugees.

“Broad, system-wide inferences concern-
ing the United States from the limited nature of

the individual incidents described in the record
cannot be made,” Justice David Stratas wrote
on behalf of the unanimous three-judge panel.

Mr. Stratas also rejected the lower court’s
finding that treatment inside the U.S. immi-
gration detention system amounts to “cruel
and unusual” punishment.

But Mr. Vernon argues that the STCA has
created the mother of all catch-22s for asy-
lum seekers, who often have no choice but
to come to Canada through the U.S. It’s “a
system where most refugees are required to
have secret knowledge of a tolerated irregu-
lar pathway into Canada (Roxham Road). If
they don’t have that knowledge and go by
what most people would think is ‘the right
way’ to an (official) port of entry, they are
categorically denied access to Canada’s refu-
gee protection system, no matter the merits
of their case.”

For many refugees the only way to legally
access Canada’s asylum system is to get ar-
rested at an unofficial border crossing, ask
for asylum and go through a pre-removal risk
assessment.

Since COVID, the situation has gotten
worse, Mr. Vernon said.

“The Trudeau government, against the ad-

vice of its own public health officials, used
the coronavirus pandemic as a pretext to re-
ject refugees at the irregular points of entry,” he
said. “(This) shows how precarious the rights
of refugees are under the Safe Third Country
Agreement, even under a government that seeks
to portray itself as a champion of refugees. One
can only imagine what could happen under a
government with a different outlook.”

For the appellants headed to the Supreme
Court, the real issue is the American record
of incarcerating almost all asylum seekers,
rushing them through immigration courts
without adequate representation and often
sending them back to their countries of ori-
gin without a hearing.

“The evidence is overwhelming that the U.S.
is unsafe for many refugees,” the CCR said
in its release.

The three organizations are calling on Ot-
tawa to suspend the STCA until the Supreme
Court rules.

“Withdrawing from the agreement would
not only ensure that Canada meets its Charter
and legal obligations, but would also allow
people to present themselves in an orderly way
at ports of entry, ending the need for irregular
crossings,” said the CCR.§

(continued from page 7)
repeat this even on the verge of taking a delegation to Rome, it’s certainly — tone deaf would
be polite, morally problematic would be a bit more severe, but absolutely outrageous would be
the stronger response,” she said.

Ms. Turpel-Lafond questions why all Catholic clergy, especially bishops, are not required to
undergo cultural safety and cultural humility training led by Indigenous experts.

CCCB spokesperson Jonathan Lesarge said the bishops’ conference would be interested in
training but does not mandate it.

“The CCCB is always looking for ways to better support its members,” Mr. Lesarge said.
“We would be interested in learning about additional measures that can be taken to strengthen
their understanding of the communities that they serve.
We stand strongly behind the Christian precept to love
one’s neighbour as oneself and to practice and promote
the virtues of humility and charity.”

The next generation of priests is learning more about
the role diverse cultures play in people’s spiritual lives and
the legacy of residential schools, said St. Augustine’s Semi-
nary professor of systematic and pastoral theology Josephine
Lombardi.

“We study the impact of intergenerational trauma, us-
ing the Canadian Indigenous community as an example,
showing how trauma impacts future generations,” she
said.

But Ms. Turpel-Lafond says seminary classroom dis-
cussions are different from Indigenous-led training of-
fered by the National Centre for Truth and Reconcilia-
tion, UBC’s Indian Residential School History and Dia-
logue Centre and others who train judges, lawyers, doctors.§
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Obituaries

MALONEY, MARY FRANCES (nee DONOVAN) — Hallelujah! mom
made the obits in The New Freeman. After a life well lived, only 11 days
shy of her 102nd birthday, Mary passed away peacefully on January 4,
2022. She was surrounded by her family, on the warmth of her home in
Almonte, Ontario ,where she lived with her son Michael and her daughter-
in-law Millie. Every time we went to the post box she always asked if we
got the Freeman? Her favourite section, sorry Bishop Christian, was the
obituaries. If there were no obits in the paper, she would put on the saddest
look and ask why isn’t anyone dying down there these days? Now she has
made the big time!

Mary was born in Saint John,on January 15, 1920. The daughter of
James and Ellen Donovan. She attended St. Vincent‘s girls school and
graduated from Saint Joseph’s Hospital as a registered nurse. She worked
as a public health nurse in Saint John and later part time at the Reddy
Memorial and Catherine Booth hospital in Montreal.

Mary is the last of the Donovan family having lost her father and mother
before age 20. She is also predeceased by her brother Jim, sisters Margaret
Jenkins (Art), Ina Donovan and Dot Moore (Eddy).

She is survived by her son Michael, (Millie) and daughter Peggy (Garry
Jackson ),six grandchildren and five great-grandchildren.

She had a fantastic Christmas this year and got to see her whole ex-
tended family which seemed to allow her the permission to exit quietly and
at peace as the chaplet of the divine mercy was being recited.

Due to Covid her real funeral will take place at Saint Monica‘s Parish in
Montreal with internment in the field of honour in Pointe Claire, Quebec
sometime this summer.

Her friends in Almonte said goodbye this past week as a mass  was held
at Holy Name of Mary Parish on January 10. It was taped and available for
all to see at the following website https://vimeo.com/664481369. Rest in
peace mom.

TAYLOR, MARY CATHERIEN — My mom was born in Providence,
Rhode Island on January 26, 1941, to Elizabeth Killoran Cummings of
Sligo, Ireland and William Cummings of Norton, NB. She was the third of
six children. She died on December 21, 2021. She married dad, Bill Taylor
in R.I on July 11, 1976.

My mom was predeceased by her parents, her brother Kevin Cummings,
her brother-in-law George Marcotte, her niece Kate Cummings and her
husband, my dad, Bill Taylor.

She is survived by her daughter, Mary Elizabeth Taylor (Ewan) and
granddaughter, Kate Elizabeth Davies.

She rested at Brenan’s Funeral Home, Saint John. A Mass of Christian
Burial was celebrated at Our Lady of Perpetual Help Church, Rothesay.
Interment will take place in Sacred Heart Cemetery, Norton in the spring.

ROBICHAUD, JOSEPH BRIAN — It is with deep sorrow that the
family of Joseph Brian Robichaud announces his sudden passing on De-
cember 22, 2021 at the Saint John Regional Hospital.

Brian was the son of Claire and the late Joseph Romain Robichaud of
Rothesay.  Along with his mother, he leaves to grieve his wife of 29 years
Colleen (Chittick), his daughter Leah Robichaud, brothers Mike of Saint
John, NB, Rick (Anne Marie) of Kincardine, ON and Mark (Bridget) of
Squamish, BC, and nieces and nephews Meghan, Sam, Andrew, Sierra
and Winter. He is also survived by his dear Aunt Leah Robichaud (Tieke) of
Kingston, ON, cousin Etienne Robichaud (Trish) of Saint John, NB, and
his Marsh family cousins of Prince Edward Island.

Arrangements were under the care and direction of Brenan’s Funeral
Home, Saint John. A Mass of Christian Burial was held from Holy Re-

deemer Parish (St. Pius), Saint John.

PAYN, CHRISTOPHER (Kit) — It is with great sadness that the family
of C.E. (Kit) Payn announces his passing which occurred on Tuesday,
December 28, 2021, at the Saint John Regional Hospital. Kit was born on
October 21, 1939, in Lachine, Quebec, and was the son of the late James
and Molly (Griffin) Payn.

He is survived by his loving wife, Lynn (Werner); sons David (Caroline)
Payn of Langley, BC, Jim (Jessica) Payn of North Vancouver, BC; daugh-
ters Mara (Kelly) Payn-McGrath of Rothesay, NB, Kristin (Steve) Payn-
Smith of Dartmouth, NS; brothers David (Lesley) Payn of Turo, NS,
Robert (Valerie) Payn of PEI; sisters Beverley (Bill) Jones of Aliston, ON,
and Ellie (Don) Elkhart of Rocky Mountain House, AB; beloved grandchil-
dren: Gabrielle, Frederique, Samuelle, Christopher, Kayla, Bronwyn,
Madeline, Jackson and Kate; several nieces, nephews and special friends.
Kit was predeceased by his parents and brothers, Mel and Richard Payn.

Arrangements were under the care of Kennebecasis Community Fu-
neral Home, Quispamsis. A Mass of Christian Burial was celebrated at
11:00 AM at Our Lady of Perpetual Help Church, Rothesay.

SHALALA, CECELIA CATHERINE — With gratitude and apprecia-
tion for a life well lived, it is with deep sorrow that we announce the
peaceful passing of our beautiful Mother, Grandmother, and Great Grand-
mother, Cecelia Catherine Shalala (Allen) on December 31, 2021, at home,
surrounded by her loving family.

Loving Mother to Donna Tanfara, Rev.  Deacon John Shalala (Jean),
Nancy McCarthy (Willard Jenkins) and Robert Shalala (Karen, deceased);
loving Grandmother "Site" to Marc Tanfara (Suzanne Pye), Kandace Tanfara,
Peter McCarthy (Alice), Jennifer Ryall (Jared) and J.P. Shalala (Deanna);
dear Great-Grandmother to Brooke, Nathan, Isabel, Brayden, Sophie,
Tristan, Gracie Mae and Angel Abbie;  Special Aunt to many nieces, neph-
ews, great nieces and great-nephews. She was predeceased by her loving
husband, Bud Shalala, her parents, brothers and sisters, and great-grand-
daughter, Abigail Cedine McCarthy.  Mom was the last surviving member
of the Shalala  and Allen Families.

Mom was born on September 13, 1922 in Trenton, Nova Scotia to
Lebanese immigrant parents, Joseph Allen and Amelia Saap. In 1941 Cecelia
found Bud, the love of her life. They married in 1946.

Funeral arrangements were under the care and direction of Brenan's
Funeral Home, Saint John. A Mass of Christian Burial took place from Our
Lady of Perpetual Help Church, Rothesay.

GILLEN, MARY MARGARET — It is with great sadness that the fam-
ily of Mary (McBriarty) Gillen, wife of the late Frank Gillen, announces
her peaceful passing which occurred on Decmber 31 2021 at the Shannex
Tucker Hall. Born in Saint John, June 13, 1928, Mary was the daughter of
the late Joseph and Ena (Higgins) McBriarty and a lifelong resident of the
North End.

Mary is survived by four sons, Michael (Lily) of Ottawa ON, Paul of
Safety Harbour Fl, John (Yvette), of Ottawa ON, Andrew (Marsanne) of
Whistler, BC, one daughter, Louise (Kevin) of Saint John and several
grandchildren and great-grandchildren. She is also survived by many cher-
ished nieces and nephews. Besides her husband, she was predeceased by
her brothers Jack McBriarty (the late Madelyn) and Denis McBriarty (the
late Michele), and her beloved sister Joan (Ralph Howlett).

Arrangements are under the care and direction of Brenan’s Funeral
Home, Saint John. The Family will be planning a Mass of Christian Burial
this coming summer.§
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January 23, 2022  Third Sunday in Ordinary Time
First Reading: Nehemiah 8.2-4a, 5-6, 8-10++

The people understood the book of the Law as it was read to them.

Responsorial Psalm: Ps 19.7, 8, 9, 14 (R. Jn 6.63)
R. Your words, Lord, are spirit and life.

Second Reading (longer):   1 Corinthians 12.12-30
OR
Second Reading (shorter): 1 Corinthians 12.12-14, 27

You form the body of Christ, yet each of you is a different
part of it.

Gospel: Luke 1.1-4; 4.14-21
Today the Scripture has been fulfilled.

Sunday’s Liturgy
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Vatican announces 'Pilgrims of Hope' as motto for Holy Year 2025
By CAROL GLATZ
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY — Pope Francis approved "Pilgrims of Hope" as
the motto for the Holy Year 2025.

The motto aims to give a concise sense of the full meaning of the jubilee
journey, Archbishop Rino Fisichella told Vatican News January 13.

The words "pilgrims" and "hope" also represent key themes of Pope
Francis' pontificate, said the archbishop, president of the Pontifical
Council for Promoting New Evangelization, which is in charge of the
Holy Year planning efforts.

The archbishop said the pope approved the motto January 3 and that he
is awaiting further instructions from the pope. In the meantime, the coun-
cil already is working with Vatican and Italian authorities on the best way
to welcome a large number of visitors during the year.

Traditionally for holy years, the celebrations begin with the pope
opening the Holy Door of St. Peter's Basilica on Christmas Eve and
ends with the sealing of the door one year later. The holy doors of St.
John Lateran, St. Paul Outside the Walls and St. Mary Major are
opened for the year, too.

A holy year or jubilee is a time of pilgrimage, prayer, repentance and
acts of mercy, based on the Old Testament tradition of a jubilee year
of rest, forgiveness and renewal. Holy years also are a time when
Catholics visit designated churches and shrines, recite special prayers,
go to confession and receive Communion to receive a plenary indul-
gence, which is a remission of the temporal punishment due for one's
sins.

Pope Boniface VIII proclaimed the first Holy Year in 1300 and
decreed that they would be celebrated every 100 years. But just 50
years later, a more biblical cadence, Pope Clement VI proclaimed
another holy year. Pope Urban VI thought holy years should be cel-
ebrated every 33 years as a reminder of the time Jesus lived.

Finally, in 1470, Pope Paul II established the celebrations every 25
years, which has been the practice ever since. However, special anni-
versaries have called for special holy years, for instance, in 1933 to
mark the 1,900th anniversary of Jesus' death and resurrection and in
1983 to mark the 1,950th anniversary.

Pope Francis, seeing a need to emphasize God's mercy and to en-
courage Catholics to return to the sacrament of reconciliation, de-
clared an extraordinary Year of Mercy, which ran in 2015-16.§

Vatican mandates COVID-19 vaccines or recovery
for employees, most visitors
By CAROL GLATZ
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY — The Vatican has updated its rules to stem the
spread of COVID-19 and will require all its employees to be vacci-
nated against the virus or prove they have recently recovered from
the disease.

Also, starting January 10, nonessential work-related travel is tem-
porarily suspended, masking outdoors is required, high-filtering FFP2
masks must be worn indoors and quarantine rules for those who
have had contact with a positive case are adjusted with no isolation
required for those who are fully and recently vaccinated, including
with the booster.

Mirroring restrictions recently put into place by Italy, the Vatican
will now require the "super green pass" for: all employees, interns and
external collaborators; visitors to the Vatican Museums, gardens and
the apostolic palace in Castel Gandolfo; people taking part in confer-
ences, seminars and other events, which also will have a reduced
capacity of 35%; and individuals wishing to eat inside, such as in a
Vatican cafeteria.

The Vatican will evaluate on a case-by-case basis those requesting
an exemption from the current
rules, it said.

Employees of the Vatican City
State governor's office who do
not have the new "super green
pass" will not be allowed to ac-
cess their place of employment
and will be considered "absent
without leave," so not paid for
missed days. Stiffer sanctions
may follow a prolonged "unjusti-
fied absence," it added.

The "super green pass," whose

scope was also expanded in Italy, is a stricter version of the regular
"green pass," which certified the holder had been vaccinated, tested
negative or recently recovered from COVID-19. The "super" pass is
given only to people who have been vaccinated or recently recovered
from the disease, thereby essentially placing even more restrictions
on those who are unvaccinated without medical reason.

The Vatican said the new rules were put in place in response to "the
progressive worsening of the health emergency."

Four more regions, including Rome's Lazio region, were just desig-
nated low- to moderate-risk "yellow zones" because of rising infec-
tion rates. As of January 3, 11 out of Italy's 20 regions have been
declared "yellow" under Italy's four-tiered system of restrictions. Mask-
ing outdoors has already been mandatory throughout Italy.§


